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  Interviews with Isaiah 
A Series of Special Services for Advent - Advent, Week 1 • The Light 

 

 I would like to introduce you to Isaiah Ben Amoz. Good morning / after-

noon/evening, Isaiah. Tell us a little bit about yourself. 

 

1 I would rather tell you about the LORD, but since you asked, here is what you need to know.  I live 

among God's people in the Southern Kingdom, the Kingdom of Judah, in Jerusalem.  Some of the Jew-

ish traditions say that I was a cousin to King Uzziah who died about 740, but that really doesn't matter 

one way or another.  What you can know is that I have been given access to the kings and I was even 

appointed as the court historian under the reigns of Uzziah and Hezekiah.  God also called me to be a 

prophet in order to speak to His kings and His people, and my service lasted for 60 years from about 

740 B.C. to 680 B.C.  (Remember that you count years backwards from when I existed before our Christ 

came.) My name—Isaiah—actually means “Yahweh saves.”   

 
P I understand that you once had an encounter with God that most people 

could only dream about. 

 
1 What I had was called a vision, which is somewhat like dreaming while you are awake; it is a very 

vivid experience, and this was a scary experience to say the least.  Let me read it for you:  

 

I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2
 

Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two 

they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3
 
And they were calling to one another:  

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty;  

the whole earth is full of his glory.”  
4 
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with 

smoke.  
 

Now think about the majesty of that moment.  I was standing before the Holy God, the LORD of angel 

armies.  Even the angels, who are holy, were covering their faces in the presence of His holiness.  

And here I was, standing face to face with Him!   

 

Think too about what those holy angels were saying.  They weren't saying, "Look at how holy we are!"  

(Their designation as "seraphim" describes the fact that they were burning.)  All they could talk 

about and sing about was the Holiness of God!  Three times they repeated it, "Holy, holy holy!"   

 

If that was how these burning angels felt, covering their faces, imagine how I felt as a sinful human!  I 
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was scared to death!  How could I, a sinful and wretched creature, stand before such a Holy Being 

and live!  I couldn't!  Worse yet, I had nowhere to run or hide!  All I could think or say was, "I'm ru-

ined!  I'm a man of unclean lips, and so do all of my people!"  I had confessed my sins many 

times before that, but at that moment, standing in the presence of the Holy God, I felt them like I'd 

never felt before.     

 

Then one of those seraphs did something so wonderful for me!  He took a burning hot coal from the 

altar and touched my lips with it.  Instead of burning my lips, the angel gave me a wonderful prom-

ise.  From that coal my guilt was taken away and my sin was covered.  That promise gave me, a sin-

ful human, courage to stand before the holy LORD and speak!  And an even more amazing thing is 

that the LORD wanted me to speak.  He called me to speak.  I said, "Here am I!  Send me!"  I have 

been his prophet ever since. 

 
P What did the LORD call you to speak? 

 
1 Well, that's another story!  I was so excited to speak for the LORD, but I had no idea what a difficult 

message the LORD had me to speak.  During Uzziah's reign the kingdom of Judah had become very 

successful; so successful that the people had completely disregarded God's Word and even took to 

worshiping other gods.  The LORD had called prophet after prophet to call them to repentance, but 

they just wouldn't listen.  Their hearts had become hard.  But the LORD wasn't done speaking.  He 

had some final hard words to speak for the Israelites; words that would end up making many of their 

hearts all the more hard.   

 

P Isaiah, I understand that all people have problems.  But aren't your words a 

little bit too harsh? You say that God’s people have become “whores” and 

“murderers.” Those seem to be rather unloving words. 

 
1 Remember, these are not my words.  These are God's Words spoken through me.  Your generation 

seems to have grown to hate the Word "sin."  It probably seems repulsive to many people to come in 

here and make a confession of sins.  It seems rude to speak that way in your generation.  If those des-

ignations are offensive, they are meant to be.  Sin isn't supposed to sound sweet or acceptable.  This 

vision from God taught me well that God is holy and He doesn't wink at sin.  He hates it.   

 

The LORD chose to use very picturesque words to solidify the picture in the minds of the Israelites, so 

they wouldn't take these words lightly.  This wasn't meant to be a message to smile at and sing along 

with - like a harmless little Christmas jingle.  They were meant to show the people how sinful they 

had become.   

 

A prostitute is a woman who sells her body sexually to make money.  This was a physical picture to 
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show what the Israelites had done spiritually.  They had spiritually said to the gods of the countries 

that I had defeated and conquered, "We want to have a relationship with you.  We want you to be our 

god.  We will think about you and revolve our lives around you.  We will make offerings to you.  We 

will worship you!"   

 

Think about this from the mind of the Holy God.  He had taken her to be His bride and dressed her in 

the holy train of His robe of righteousness!  And what did she do with His marriage?  She told him, 

"We divorce you!  We want to marry a different god, one of the gods that was defeated by Yahweh!"  

No matter how you try to dress it, in God's eyes it was prostitution.  So He didn't try to make it sound 

nicer or more acceptable.  He didn't try to do what one of your politicians referred to as putting "lip-

stick on a pig."   

 

He describe sin for the way He saw it.   This might seem mean and unloving, but how else can you 

wake someone up at times but to try and get them to see how ugly their sins really are, just like my 

vision showed me my sins. 

 
P I see.  Yet I also notice that some of your words also contain very beautiful 

visions.  The very next prophetic words that come out of your mouth are a 

description of what the ideal Zion, the ideal Jerusalem will look like. You talk 

about nations streaming to "the mountain of the LORD's temple."  What’s all 

this talk about mountains?  You also proclaim that God’s people ought to live 

in the light of this vision.  How could this be?  

 
1 First of all, about the mountains: people used to worship their gods on mountains, thinking that they 

would be closer to their gods by getting closer to their gods; especially two evil false gods called 

Baal and Ashtoreth.  Mount Zion stands in contrast to all of the other mountains.   

 

Think about what happened on Mt. Zion.  This was the place that God called Abraham to sacrifice his 

only son of the promise - Isaac.  This is where the LORD stopped Abraham's hand from coming 

down and provided a ram for him instead; foreshadowing another sacrifice to be made there 2,500 

years later. 

 

You now live in fulfillment of the ultimate sacrifice that God provided on this mountain.  Instead of 

telling us to climb up to Him, He decided to climb down to us in the flesh of the baby Jesus.  Instead 

of climbing up to become an earthly king, Jesus then climbed further down into the depths of God's 

wrath, as He was sacrificed for the sins of the world just outside the city gates of Jerusalem; on a hill 

you call Golgotha.   
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The vision that I saw foreshadowed how this lowly little hill called Mt. Zion - where Jesus would die - 

would be the tallest mountain in the world.  Even though it would be such an ugly sight to see God 

dying on the tree of the cross, the Holy Spirit would attract people to Him through it; by promising 

them that through Jesus' death their sins would be paid for.  It would be a place where not just the 

Jews, but all the nations would come not to bring war, but to learn of the light and love of the Lord. 

The Lord revealed to me that there was still very real hope for what had become a very wicked peo-

ple through this Savior to come.   

  
P Could you ever have imagined that it would happen in the way that it did? 

  
1 Remember, this vision isn't about what I can imagine or can't imagine.  It is a vision that comes from 

God.  Who could be so bold as to imagine any of this?  Your comic book writers have their gods 

coming to earth in bodies of steel with powerful muscles.  They have powerful hammers and rings 

and other weapons.   

 

God decided to come into this world as a tiny baby.  Instead of saving the world with a powerful ham-

mer and throwing Satan out with a show of great power, He decided to die a gruesome death on a 

cross.  This would be His weapon and this would be His glory.  Who could have ever dreamt up such 

a thing, and decided to call that His GLORY that he would eventually fill the world with? No, I 

could never have specifically imagined, and it is a wonderfully surprising thing.   

 
P If you predicted God would do all these things, then why do you still have all 

this talk about judgment and arbitration and weapons of war? 

  
1 Remember what was happening during my day.  The king’s court and the people of Jerusalem had 

decided that they would not trust in the Lord; they felt they could supply their own needs; they 

thought they were the final judge; and they disregarded anything that God had to say about justice. 

The result was that weak and poor people were trampled and there was very real violence, violence 

that needed to be judged.  Therefore, God had to bring in a real physical judgment to try and wake 

them up and bring them to repentance.  When words of warning are not enough, God is willing to al-

low war and bloodshed to wake people up.   

  

P That’s all well and good, but what does it have to do with those of us sitting 

here in this church today? 

  
1 Can it be said that the people who sit in this church today always trust in the Lord? Can it be said that 

they feel as though they are the best ones to determine what needs are and how they should be met? 

Who of you can ever say that you are always just in the way you discipline your children or think 

about your parents?  Is there ever a time the church doesn't need to be called to repentance?   
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There are always times of war, as Jesus predicted.  There are always temptations to put money and 

work and children ahead of God.  These words apply to you as well.  If you are not willing to use 

harsh terms with yourself, then the sweet words of the Savior will mean nothing to you either.  As 

your own Reformer said in his first of 95 Theses, "When our Lord Jesus said, 'Repent,' He willed that 

the entire life of believers is to be of repentance."     

 

P When will all of this violence ultimately cease, as you pictured? 

  
1 First of all, the violence ceased when God's anger came crashing down on Christ.  As far as He is 

concerned, the payment has been made.  When He promises forgiveness in Christ, He means full and 

complete forgiveness.  Just as the coal touched my lips and comforted me, so the waters of baptism 

touch you to comfort you and give you peace.  You also have the body and blood of the Lord's Sup-

per to give you His forgiveness time and time again; for the peace of forgiveness.  This cross of 

Christ is meant to be a light for all people to stream to.  You also can reflect that light to the people 

you live around.   

  
P You keep referring to “light.”  What exactly do you mean? 

 

1 What did Jesus call Himself?  The Light of the WORLD!  I'm not referring to just any light, but the 

light of the Lord!  People are being led into deeper and deeper darkness because of their own sinful 

behavior and unbelief.  You can see how they have no hope to recover from sickness or drug addic-

tion or debt.  But when they hear of Christ, they receive what they cannot get anywhere else. They 

hear of complete forgiveness!  They hear of a fresh start!  They hear of a hope of the resurrection.  

They come to hear the actual Word of the Lord. If the world around you is ever going to say, “Come, 

let us go up to Trinity Lutheran Church,” then Trinity will be heeding the call, “Come …let us walk 

in the light of the Lord.” A church that is a magnet to the nations is a church that is worth joining. 

 
P We see that happening here and there, but we get impatient. We still struggle 

with sin.  Darkness seems to be winning.  Can’t the Final Resurrection take 

place already? 

  
1 Oh, it will happen. In the mean time, the LORD calls on you to live like the five wise virgins in Jesus' 

parable, who were waiting for the Bridegroom to come.   

 

Keep oil in your lamps, keep in the Word and Sacrament, so you can keep your hope and light in 

Christ.  One day, on THAT day, people of every nation, race, tribe and language who believe in 

Christ will be under the eternal light of the Lord’s love. This is how it will be: The means of war, the 
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practice of war, and the mentality of war will all be gone. 

  
P So we live in the light already? 

  
1 Oh, yes.  Whenever you witness a baptism you’re seeing it. Whenever you’re in the Word the Light 

is hitting you in the face. Whenever you eat and drink the body and blood of the Messiah the Light 

drives the darkness out of your heart. But the Light will one day never cease. You will live and love 

and walk in the light of the Lord forever.  

 
P Thank you, Isaiah. Thank you for giving us that hope. We will see you again 

next week. 

 

1 Farewell. And blessings. 


